STUDIES   IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
love is not thwarted sexual love, for the child neither
knows sexual intercourse as an aim, nor is capable of
it. It is childish love. That childish love is later to
become sexual love is a truism. * Thwarting' begs
the question. Suppose, instead, Freud had said that
infantile love was ' modified' adult love. We should
at once have seen the fallacy. On the contrary it is
adult sexual love which is * modified * infantile love,
It includes the more primitive behaviour pattern, but,
as Freud admits, integrates it in a much more elaborate
and powerful new system, due to the coming into
being of the reflexes associated with sexual intercourse,
the secondary sexual hormone, and all the qualitative
changes in psychic orientation and content associated
with puberty. Therefore Freud is standing love's
development on its head. It would be precisely as
accurate to regard the baby's body as a thwarted or
inhibited adult body, as to regard the baby's afiective
life as that of a * polymorphous perverse * adult.
In the same way the relation of a parent to an infant
is not sexual love thwarted or inhibited. Sexual love is
a behaviour-response, including a desire for sexual
intercourse, evoked by certain stimuli. The infant is
not a stimulus for this. It is very doubtful if the infant
is primarily the stimulus for instinctive parental love
at all. The phenomenon of * false pregnancy * among
bitches seems to prove the reverse. These animals
develop after heat, in certain circumstances, maternal
behaviour and emotion, without having become
actually pregnant. To suppose that their maternal
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